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good literature and possessed of good libraries,
but more cognizant of theology and philosophy
than of the law and order of nature. Some were
professional soldiers, simple in thought as they
were courageous in action, while others were men
of affairs, who had acquired experience before the
courts and in the counting houses of England and
were often amazingly versatile, able to turn their
hands to any business that confronted them.
For the great majority there was little opportunity
in these early years to practice a trade or a profes-
sion. Except for the clergy, who could preach
in America with greater freedom than in England,
and for the occasional practitioner in physic or
the law who as time went on found occasion to
apply his knowledge in the household and the
courts, there was little else for any one to do than
engage in farming, fishing, and trading with the
Indians, or turn carpenter and cobbler according
to demand. The artisan became a farmer, though
still preserving his knack as a craftsman, and ex-
pended his skill and his muscle in subduing a tough
and unbroken soil.

New England was probably overstocked with
men of strong minds and assertive dispositions,
It was settled by radicals who would never have